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We have two fine full-sized Coromandel Screens that he found, and showed me when
we went for a ramble round antique shops. His taste and knowledge were inestimable.
He says in 1917,1 had a strenuous time at Mrs. Hunter's as I attempted to paint 3
children, which involved 3 sittings a day. I quite felt I was emulating McEvoy* (the
latter was having a great social success at the time).
I can only add that he had charm and gentleness. How shy he was and yet always
ready to join in any fun and nonsense. He was sincere and wise with a lovely sense of
humour: a perfectly delightful friend.
Steer's letters to Lady Howard are no perfunctory compositions. Here
are some passages:
I have written you three letters and torn them up, they all seemed so foolish and in-
adequate to express my feelings about my most delightful visit, which when I look
back seems like one long and pleasant dream.
I enjoyed the stunts and I enjoyed the souls, tupy, tufy, but far more the first part of
the time when we were arranging the room and the peaceful sittings in the Bow
drawing-room.
I wish you had put on that black velvet dress you wore last night for Coburn. I
liked it so much but perhaps you had not got it at Chirk.
I hope to have one or two frames here by to-morrow afternoon to try round the
portrait.
5.10.16
Chelsea seems a litde dull after the delightful time I spent at Chirk, and my house
seems to have contracted, but I got a warm welcome from my Nanny and the Tom
cat I met Augustus [John] yesterday who took me to his studio and showed me an
enormous canvas 40 feet long, filled with gipsies, ruffians and children* He told me it
had taken him seven days. I thought to myself, quite Biblical
No date                                                                                             Chelsea
I suppose two continents are awaiting with impatience the publication of G.M,*s
new book, so Sir I have not subscribed as I feel doubtful as to whether I am sufficiently
grown up to read this kind ofliterature.
No date                                                                                             Chelsea
I was most interested to hear from M'Evoy the account of his visit. He appears to
have had a lovely time, although he did not go into detail quite as much as I should
like, I gathered the unfortunate saloon had been subjected-to another raid; how sad,
after all our exertions of last year, but no doubt it is a better winter sport than a summer
one. I remember how heated I used to get dragging sofas about. I'm sure if I had been
there I should have been so heartbroken that I should have retired to bed for the day,
but apart from this regretable incident my soul is filled with disappointment at not
being able to have accepted your very kind invitation. It was most tiresome that the
New English took into its head to be hung at that time.
Dover
A change from river-scenes to coast began in 1912 with Potcheste*
Most seaside places wore ruled out by their lop-sidedness in composition,